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SOUTH  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  and  that  of  your  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  1951. 


Section  A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  in  Acres 

Population  (Registrar  General's  figures,  1951) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses . 

Rateable  Value  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id.  rate 


95,061 
14,360 
4,327 
£41,463 
...  £162/17/ld. 


Vital 

Live  Births 

Still  Births  . 

Deaths 


Statistics. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

•  •  •  •  • 

140 

Ill 

251 

•  •  •  •  • 

3 

4 

7 

.. 

80 

84 

164 

Total  number  of  Births  in  1950: —  255  :  Males  133,  Females  122 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes .  . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  - 


Causes  of  Death. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

Cancer  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Nephritis 

Suicide 

Senility 

Accidental  Death  . 

Pneumonia 

Diabetes 

Immaturity  . 

Other  Defined  Diseases 


M. 

2 

11 

29 

12 

2 

5 

4 

1 

14 


F. 

6 

19 

30 

7 


1 

1 

1 

19 
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Section  B.  General  Provisions  of  Health  Services 

of  the  Area. 

The  difficulty  in  getting  the  aged  and  infirm  into  the  Home 
for  the  aged  is  very  acute  as  regards  the  females.  This  is  an  urgent 
problem  which  should  be  tackled  realistically  at  lower  level  than 
that  of  long  term  planning. 

The  1948  Act  in  part  destroyed  the  administrative  and  clinical 
control  of  infectious  disease  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  Local  Authority.  There  has  been  so  far  insufficient  co¬ 
ordination  between  the  various  bodies  now  concerned  with  their 
notification  and  treatment. 

All  told,  the  hospital  services  work  well,  and  there  has  been 
no  difficulty  in  getting  acute  cases  admitted  into  hospital. 

The  ambulance  service  is  efficient  and  runs  smoothly. 

Section  C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  Council’s  Water  Scheme  is  complete  and  is  a  boon  to  the 
villages.  A  piped  supply  of  water  is  now  available  in  all  the 
parishes  in  the  District  and  electric  light  has  now  reached  31  out 
of  the  34  villages. 

Unfortunately,  by  the  time  the  Baston,  Langtoft  and  the 
Deepings  Sewerage  Scheme  had  been  sanctioned,  the  cost  had  in¬ 
creased  considerably  so  that  the  ensuing  rate  was  prohibitive  and 
the  Scheme  had  been  dropped.  It  was  hoped  that  R.A.F.  sewage 
works  for  their  permanent  Station  adjoining  Market  Deeping  would 
have  linked  up  somehow  with  the  civilian  needs  of  the  adjoining 
villages  but  there  has  been  no  co-ordination  or  co-operation  with 
the  Air  Ministry. 

So  the  manifold  nuisances  and  menaces  to  health  of  the  archaic 
and  chaotic  odds  and  ends  of  bits  of  sewers  in  these  villages  con¬ 
tinue.  Come  severe  floods  or  severe  drought,  and  the  ever  present 
menace  to  health  might  well  become  urgent  and  immediate. 

The  Billingborough  and  Horbling  Sewerage  Scheme  is  in  pro¬ 
cess  of  completion.  The  Corby  Scheme  is  still  with  the  Ministry 
awaiting  their  approval.  This  Scheme  is  particularly  important  in 
view  of  the  present  sewage  morass  adjoining  the  river  "Glen  with 
its  swallow  holes  and  consequent  risk  to  the  vast  water  bearing 
area  of  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone. 

The  Nightsoil  Collection  Scheme  is  a  boon.  Your  Officials 
have  given  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  time  to  the  finding  of 
suitable  sites  for  its  disposal.  They  have  had  great  help  from 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  late  County  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Farrow.  Committees  have  met,  conclusions  reached 
and  the  help  of  an  expert  Geologist  obtained  to  select  sites  which, 
whilst  sufficiently  remote  from  human  habitation,  will  not  risk 
percolation  into  the  limestone. 
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A  word  of  praise  should  surely  go  to  the  men  who  operate 
this  Scheme. 

Unofficial  refuse  dumps  continue.  They  are  an  ugly  commen¬ 
tary  on  their  contributors'  social  conscience. 

Water  samples  are  taken  regularly. 

Caravans  are  causing  increasing  difficulty,  especially  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  District.  The  gipsies,  all  told,  do  not  give 
trouble,  nor  cause  fouling  of  their  site.  The  genuine  people  who 
live  in  a  caravan  until  such  time  as  they  can  get  a  house,  need  all 
the  help  your  Sanitary  Officers  can  give  them  in  providing  decent 
sites  for  them,  enabling  them  by  seeing  that  their  sites  are  near 
potable  water,  near  Schools,  not  waterlogged,  to  keep  up  the 
standards  of  cleanliness  they  are  used  to  and  anxious  to  maintain. 
There  ar,e  others  who  live  in  any  old  van,  who  have  no  idea  how 
to  keep  their  site  clean  and  who  constitute  a  menace  to  health  and 
a  nuisance;  whose  children  are  at  risk  from  all  points  of  view. 
These  are  the  feckless  and  shiftless  and  the  problem  of  our  genera¬ 
tion.  The  Law  is  of  little  help  in  dealing  promptly  with  any 
nuisance  caused  by  caravan  dwellers. 

Section  D.  Housing 

The  tenants  of  the  hutted  Folkingham  Estate  are  slowly  being 
re -housed  and  the  vacant  huts  pulled  down,  only  51  of  the  original 
97  families  remaining  in  occupation. 

The  better  huts  of  the  Horbling  P.O.W.  Camp  have  been 
adapted  for  26  families.  It  is  recognised  that  they  are  only  tempo¬ 
rary  dwellings. 

In  1951,  60  Council  houses  and  5  private  houses  were  finished. 
Housing  remains  the  most  pressing  of  all  problems  facing  the 
people.  More  houses,  and  still  more  houses  are  needed. 

Your  Housing  Officer  keeps  check  on  the  condition  of  your 
Council  houses. 

Section  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

A  detailed  report  will  be  found  in  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector's  Report. 

Ice  cream  supplies  are  under  constant  supervision. 

Milk  supervision  has  been  rendered  very  complicated  by  the 
new  Act  but  the  paramount  duty  to  ensure  clean  and  pure  milk 
supplies  remains  with  the  Local  Authority,  and  your  Officials  would 
welcome  the  co-operation  of  the  various  bodies  concerned  in  milk 
production.  For  instance,  no  reports  on  the  state  of  dairies,  premi¬ 
ses,  and  the  milk  produced  ever  reach  them  and  it  is  only  when 
outbreaks  of  milk  borne  disease  occur  that  they  can  go  into  action. 

No  further  improvements  have  taken  place  at  the  Govern - 
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ment  Slaughterhouse  at  Bourne.  No  improvements  have  occurred 
in  the  transport  of  meat  and  its  handling.  Your  Officials  would 
hesitate  to  demonstrate  them  to  any  visitor  from  overseas. 

Section  F.  The  Prevention  and  Control  of 

Infectious  and!  Other  Diseases. 

In  1951,  mild  epidemics  occurred  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough  with  197  and  116  cases,  respectively.  No  cases  of 
diphtheria  occurred.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  parents 
continue  to  have  their  children  immunised.  If  they  do.  that  dread 
disease  can  be  eliminated.  The  arrangements  for  dealing  with 
smallpox  are  efficient. 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  age  groups. 
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Cancer  Deaths. 

M.  F. 

Stomach  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  2 

Lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  *■“*“ 

Breast  ...  ...  •••  ••  ...  —  4 

Uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 


Tuberculosis  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1951. 


Age 

Periods 

NEW  CASES 

Non- 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

0—1 

... 

- 

- 

.  - 

- 

1—2 

■. . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2—5 

... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5—15 

... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15—25 

...  2  2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25—35 

...  1  3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

35—45 

...  -  2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45—55 

...  -  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55—65 

...  1  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 

over  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  my 
their  ready  help  and  conscientiousness. 

I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

fellow 

officials  for 

J.  A.  GALLETLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect 
of  the  Year  1951  for  the  Rural  District  of  South  Kesteven  in  the 

County  of  (Kesteven)  Lincolnshire. 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — ■  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  on 
Register 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ...  9 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  ...  75 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  ...  — 

TOTALS  ~  ...  84 


Number  of 

Written  Occupiers 
Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

3  2  — 

38  —  — 

41  2  — 
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2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Overcrowding  (S.2)  - 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  .  - 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  - 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork)  .  - 

TOTALS  .  2  2 


Nature  of  Work 


Carding,  etc. 
of  buttons,  etc. 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork. 
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J.  A.  GALLETLY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SOUTH  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

41,  North  Street, 
BOURNE,  Lines. 
May,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  following  report  regarding  the 
work  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1951. 

1 .  Statistics. 

Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  4433 

Number  of  sanitary  works  completed  ...  ...  261 

Number  of  letters  and  notices  despatched  ...  2229 


2.  Details  of  Visits. 


Water  Supplies  ...  39 

Water  Samples  ...  47 

Drainage  .  612 

Drain  Tests  ...  ...  80 

Building  Licences  ...  69 

Building  Inspections  ...  420 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  31 

Infectious  Disease  ...  5 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  83 

Slaughterhouse  . . .  283 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  5 

Dairies  &  Milkshops  ...  16 

Disinfestations  ...  4 

Stables  &  Piggeries  ...  5 


Miscellaneous 


Housing  Visits . 1485 

P.H.A.  Nuisances  ...  27 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  ...  15 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  54 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  40 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  3 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  1 

Rats  &  Mice  ...  ...  30 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  15 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  4 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  132 

Watercourses  ...  ...  42 

Food  Poisoning  ...  4 


Pail  Emptying  Scheme  100 
Visits  ...  780 


3.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies. 

(a)  Milk.  Sixteen  inspections  were  made  at  dairies  other  than 
at  dairy  farms  and  conditions  at  same  were  found  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Eleven  Dealers’  and  Supplementary  Licences  authorising 
the  use  of  the  Special  Designations  " Tuberculin-  tested/  * 
“Pasteurised"  and  "Sterilised”  were  issued  or  renewed  during 
the  year. 

(b)  Ice  Cream.  Fifty -four  visits  were  made  to  the  two  premises 
in  the  District  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured  and  to  the  several 
shops  where  ice  cream  is  sold  by  retail. 
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Forty  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  from  these  premises 
and  it  is  again  pleasing  to  record  that  the  improvement  noted 
during  the  two  previous  years  has  continued,  insomuch  as  21 
of  the  40  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1 ,  and  7  in 
Provisional  Grade  2  which  are  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  forty  samples  taken  and  of  the  results  of  the 
analyses  thereof  are  as  follows: — 

Methylene 

Identification  Blue  Test 

Sample  Reference  of  Provisional 


Date 

Number 

Manufacturer 

Type  of  Sample 

Grade 

7.7.51 

1 

M/1 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

7.7.51 

2 

M/2 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

7.7.51 

3 

M/3 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

7.7.51 

4 

M/4 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

4 

7.7.51 

5 

M/5 

S.K.R.D. 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

7.7.51 

6 

M/6 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

7.7.51 

7 

M/7 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

7.7.51 

8 

M/8 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

4 

7.7.51 

9 

M/9 

Outside  Area 

Sealed  Carton 

1 

7.7.51 

10 

M/10 

S.K.R.D. 

Loose  ice  cream 

1 

30.7.51 

11 

M/5 

S.K.R.D. 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

30.7.51 

12 

M/6 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

30.7.51 

13 

M/7 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

30.7.51 

14 

M/1 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

30.7.51 

15 

M/2 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

30.7.51 

16 

M/3 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

3 

30.7.51 

17 

M/4 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2 

30.7.51 

18 

M/8 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

4 

30.7.51 

19 

M/10 

S.K.R.D. 

Wrapped  Block 

3 

30.7.51 

20 

M/9 

Outside  Area 

Sealed  Carton 

1 

18.8.51 

21 

M/5 

S.K.R.D. 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

18.8.51 

22 

M/4 

Outside  Area 

Loose  ice  cream 

4 

18.8.51 

23 

M/1 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

18.8.51 

24 

M/6 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

18.8.51 

25 

M/7 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

18.8.51 

26 

M/3 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

18.8.51 

27 

H/2 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

18.8.51 

28 

M/8 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

4 

18.8.51 

29 

M/9 

Outside  Area 

Sealed  Carton 

1 

18.8.51 

30 

M/10 

S.K.R.D. 

Loose  ice  cream 

4 

9.10.51 

31 

M/5 

S.K.R.D. 

Loose  ice  cream 

1 

9.10.51 

32 

M/6 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

9.10.51 

33 

M/7 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

9.10.51 

34 

M/2 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

9.10.51 

35 

M/3 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

9.10.51 

36 

M/1 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1 

9.10.51 

37 

M/4 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

3 

9.10.51 

38 

M/8 

Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

4 

9.10.51 

39 

M/10 

S.K.R.D. 

Loose  ice  cream 

4 

9.10.51 

40 

M/9 

Outside  Area 

Sealed  Carton 

4 
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Of  th,e  unsatisfactory  samples,  four  of  these  were  in  respect 
of  a  manufacturer  in  another  Local  Authority  Area,  supplying  ice 
cream  to  a  shop  in  this  District.  The  co-operation  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  concerned  was  sought,  and  it  was 
expected  that,  as  a  result  of  their  investigations,  better  bacterio¬ 
logical  analyses  would  be  obtained  in  the  future. 

(c)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  I  have  to  report,  once  again,  that 
100%  inspection  of  all  the  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Slaughterhouse,  Bourne,  during  the  year  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  Officers  of  the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council  and  of 
this  Council. 


The  condition  of  the  premises  used  for  this  purpose  still 
leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  one  feels  that  a  statement  by  the 
Minister  of  Food  as  to  whether  or  not  centralised  slaughtering 
has  come  to  stay  is  long  overdue.  Nothing  is  more  certain,  that  a 
great  many  improvements  will  have  to  be  made  soon  both  in  the 
condition  of  the  slaughterhouse  and  in  relation  to  the  methods  of 
handling  and  transportation  of  the  dressed  carcases  from  these 
premises  to  the  butchers’  shops  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 


The  following  animals,  a  total  of  3527,  were  inspected  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Bourne,  during  the  year. 

Sheep  and 

Bulls.  Bullocks.  Cows.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 
14  351  328  253  199  1738  644 

As  a  result  of  such  inspections,  the  following  unsound  food 


was  voluntarily  surrendered  and 

20  cows’  carcases  and  all  offal 

4  heifers’  carcases  and  all  offal 

6  bullocks’  carcases  and  all  offal 

7  pigs’  carcases  and  all  offal 
1  calf’s  carcase  and  all  offal 

5  cows’  carcases  and  all  offal 

1  bullock’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
1  heifer’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
1  pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 

1  bullock’s  carcase  and  all  offal 

6  pigs’  carcases  and  all  offal 

3  sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offal 

2  cows’  carcases  and  all  offal 

3  heifers’  carcases  and  all  offal 

1  bullock’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
6  sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offal 

2  cows’  carcases  and  all  offal 

1  cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 

2  pigs’  carcases  and  all  offal 
1  pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 

1  sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offal 


destroyed : — 

13813  lb.  Gen.  T.B. 

1708  lb.  Gen.  T.B. 

4333  lb.  Gen.  T.B. 

1438  lb.  Gen.  T.B. 

152  lb.  Congenital  T.B. 

2858  lb.  T.B.  with  Emacia  ion 
882  lb.  T.B.  with  Dropsy 
382  lb.  T.B.  with  Dropsy 
70  lb.  T.B.  with  Dropsy 
572  lb.  Gen.  Dropsy 
288  lb.  Gen.  Dropsy 
201  lb.  Gen.  Dropsy 
1043  lb.  Emaciation  &  Dropsy 
995  lb.  Emaciation  &  Dropsy 
310  lb.  Emaciation  &  Dropsy 
367  lb.  Emaciation  &  Dropsy 
1432  lb.  General  Fever 
625  lb.  Gen.  Fever  &  Dropsy 
196  lb.  Gen.  Fever  &  Dropsy 
175  lb.  Gen.  Fever,  Peritonitis 
and  Metritis 
69  lb.  Fevered 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 

22 

7 

2 

1 

4 

5 
1 

2 
l 

3 


pig's  carcase  and  all  offal 
cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
bullock’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offal 
cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
heifer’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
sheep's  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
heifer’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pigs'  carcases  and  all  offal 
sheep's  carcase  and  all  offal 
sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
p’^’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
cow’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
calves’  carcases  and  all  offal 
calves’  carcases  and  all  offal 
calves’  carcases  and  all  offal 
bullocks’  carcases  and  all  offal 
heifer’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offal 
lambs’  carcases  and  all  offal 
pig’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
calves'  carcases  and  all  offal 
sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offal 
sleeps’  carcases  and  all  offal 
Par's  of  carcases  and  various 
offals  of  all  food  animals 


Fevered 
Fevered 

500  lb.  Gen.  Bruising  &  Fever 
}53  lb.  Gen.  Bruising 
376  lb.  Septicaemia 
161  lb.  Septicaemia 
331  lb.  Septicaemia 
’93  lb.  Septic  Metritis 
576  lb.  Septic  Metritis 
324  lb.  Septic  Pneumonia 
112  lb.  Septic  Pneumonia 
351  lb.  Septic  Nephrftis 
60  lb.  Septic  Peritonitis 
58  lb.  Peritonitis 
82  lb.  Pyaemia 

695  lb.  Traumatic  Pericarditis 
630  lb.  Traumatic  Pericarditis 
28  lb.  Nephritis  and  Uraemia 
lb.  Uraemia 
lb.  Swine  Fever 
Swine  Erysipelas 
Gangrene 

70  lb.  Abscesses  and  Tumour 
Abscesses  and  Dropsy 
Abscesses 

897  lb.  Gangrene  &  Bruising 
120  lb.  Gangrenous  Pneumonia 
616  lb.  Joint  Ill 
257  lb.  Immaturity 
465  lb.  Umbilical  Pyaemia 
'  toribund 
[oribund 
Toribund 
Toribund 
Toribund 
[oribund 
'ecomposition 
i juries  by  Dogs 
arious  Diseases  too 
numerous  to  record  in¬ 
dividually. 

Total  weight  of  unsound  food  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed : — 

27  tons  5  cwt.  1  qr.  24  lb.  as  compared  with 

30  tons  6  cwt.  0  qr.  12  lb.  for  the  previous  year. 


47 

lb. 

578 

lb. 

500 

lb. 

953 

lb. 

676 

lb. 

267 

lb. 

531 

lb. 

793 

lb. 

376 

lb. 

624 

lb. 

112 

lb. 

651 

lb. 

60 

lb. 

58 

lb. 

82 

lb. 

695 

lb. 

630 

lb. 

28 

lb. 

62 

lb. 

80 

lb. 

449 

lb. 

72 

lb. 

70 

lb. 

43 

lb. 

67 

lb. 

897 

lb. 

120 

lb. 

616 

lb. 

1257 

lb. 

465 

lb. 

1332 

lb. 

222 

lb. 

266 

lb. 

282 

lb. 

109 

lb. 

326 

lb. 

74 

lb. 

151 

lb. 

14562 

lb. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  unsound  meat  condemned  during  the  year  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  This  can  be  attributed  partly  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  37  cows  condemned  during  the  year  under  review  as  com¬ 
pared  with  44  for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  carcases  inspected  and 
condemned  and  the  percentages  of  the  total  number  of  carcases 
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inspected  which  were  found  to  be  affected  with  (1)  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and  (2)  Tuberculosis. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Sheep  and 

Cattle  Cows  Calves  Lambs 

(excluding  cows.) 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

618 

328 

199 

1738 

644 

Number  inspected  ... 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  : 

(a)  Whole  carcases 

618 

328 

199 

1738 

644 

condemned 
(b)  Carcases  of 

which  some  part 
or  organ  was 

11 

12 

40 

34 

25 

condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

with  disease  other 

107 

62 

2 

59 

161 

than  Tuberculosis  .... 
Tuberculosis  only  : 

(a)  Whole  carcases 

19.09% 

22.56% 

21.11% 

5.35% 

28.88% 

condemned 
(b)  Carcases  of 

which  some  part 
or  organ  was 

12 

25 

1 

8 

condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

97 

123 

44 

with  Tuberculosis 

17.64% 

45.12% 

0.50% 

— 

8.07% 

In  addition  to  the  unsound  meat  condemned  at  the  Slaughter¬ 
house,  the  following  articles  of  unsound  food  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  grocers  in  the  District: — - 


Item. 

Cause. 

Weight. 

18  tins  of  Unsweetened  Milk 

Blown 

151b.  12ozs. 

1  tin  of  Unsweetened  Milk 

Perforated 

14ozs. 

1  tin  of  Red  Cherries 

Decomposed 

14jozs. 

2  tins  of  Red  Cherries 

Perforated 

21b.  15jozs. 

1  tin  of  Apricots 

Damaged 

15jozs. 

1  jar  of  Apricots 

Decomposed 

12ozs. 

3  tins  of  Apricot  Pulp 

Blown  and 

Perforated 

331b.  6ozs. 

1  jar  of  Fruit  Salad 

Decomposed 

6ozs. 

3  tins  of  Orange  Slices 

Blown 

21b.  lOozs. 

4  tins  of  Plums 

Blown 

31b.  12ozs. 

6  tins  of  Blackberry  Pulp 

Blown 

361b.  12ozs. 

Chocolate  Couverture 

Contaminated 

by  Moisture 

281b. 

1  tin  of  Soup 

Blown 

4Jozs. 
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Item 

Cause 

Weight 

1  tin  of  Mixed  Vegetables 

Perforated 

lib. 

1  tin  of  Peeled  Tomatoes 

Perforated 

15ozs. 

1  tin  of  Peeled  Tomatoes 

Blown 

21b.  3ozs. 

39  tins  of  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Blown 

271b.  5ozs. 

1  tin  of  Danish  Pork 

Blown 

lib.  13ozs, 

1  tin  of  Minced  Beef  Loaf 

Blown 

12ozs. 

8  boxes  of  Cheese 

Decomposed 

31b. 

Cooking  Fat 

Contaminated 
by  Rats 

361b.  8ozs. 

Total  weight  of  unsound  tinned  foodstuffs  voluntarily  sur¬ 
rendered  and  destroyed: — 

1  cwt.  3  qrs.  4  lb.  14  ozs. 

4.  Housing. 

During  the  year,  212  houses  were  inspected  and  categorised 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Hobhouse  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Rural  Housing,  and  the  following  table  gives  details .  of 
these,  together  with  an  accumulative  statistical  summary  of  the 
details  obtained  to  date. 


Rural  Housing  Survey,  1951. 

Premises  Total 
Categorisation  of  Houses  Not  Houses 


Village 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Categorised  Inspected 

Edenham 

...  12 

5 

63 

34 

12 

— 

126 

Folkingham 

...  20 

6 

22 

20 

18 

— 

86 

TOTALS 

...  32 

11 

85 

54 

30 

— 

212 

Plus  previous 

inspections 

...  292 

108 

1674 

235 

626 

67 

3002 

Totals  to  31st 

December,  1951  324 

119 

1759 

289 

656 

67 

3214 

The  routine  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  District  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  carried  out  only  as  and  when  pressure  of  other  duties 
permits  and  one  cannot  yet  foresee  when  administrative  and 
practical  action  can  be  taken  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  vast 
majority  of  our  country  cottages.  Attention  must  be  drawn  again, 
however,  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  houses  placed  in  Categories 
3  and  4  when  the  Rural  .Housing  Survey  was  first  commenced 
seven  years  ago  must  have  further  deteriorated  and  it  is  a  matter 
for  much  regret  that,  even  after  this  long  lapse  of  time,  conditions 
in  regard  to  the  availability  of  building  labour  and  materials  have 
not  yet  improved  sufficiently  to  enable  local  authorities  to  proceed 
with  a  slum  clearance  programme  and  to  take  steps  to  improve 
cottages  which  require  reconditioning,  whose  lives,  as  a  result  of 
such  action,  could  be  usefully  prolonged. 

It  is  realised,  however,  that  slum  clearance  cannot  proceed 
on  any  large  scale  until  the  Council’s  long  waiting  list  of  applicants 
for  new  Council  houses  has  been  considerably  reduced  but  one 
disturbing  feature  of  the  present  housing  situation  is  that  as  fast 
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as  the  Council  re -house  families  from  houses  suitable  only  for 
demolition,  these  obviously  bad  houses  again  become  occupied  by 
tenants  who  use  the  same  argument  as  the  previous  occupiers, 
namely  that  they  are  living  under  bad  conditions,  as  a  lever  to 
obtain  the  tenancy  of  a  new  Council  house.  This  aspect  of  the 
housing  situation  has  caused  both  the  Council  and  its  Public 
Health  Officers  a  great  deal  of  concern  and  it  is  now  our  policy, 
when  the  occupiers  of  obviously  bad  houses  are  offered  the  tenancy 
of  a  Council  house,  to  carry  on  a  modified  form  of  slum  clearance 
programme  by  taking  appropriate  action  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  with  a  view  to  the  houses  in  question  being 
demolished.  This  policy  was  instituted  at  the  end  of  1951  and  will 
be  continued  whenever  possible  in  the  future. 

During  the  year  three  applications  for  Improvement  Grants 
under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  were  received,  all  of 
which  were  approved.  One  scheme  was  commenced  towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  another  had  not  been  started  and  the  third  was 
subsequently  withdrawn  and  was  submitted  in  an  amended  form 
during  the  early  part  of  1952.  Whilst  the  present  restrictive 
controls  are  still  in  operation  in  regard  to  building  labour  and 
materials,  however,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  much  progress  can  be 
made  in  this  connection  in  the  immediate  future  and  in  any  case, 
the  agricultural  workers’  tied  cottages  cannot  benefit  from  this  Act 
as  they  are  not  eligible  for  grant. 

During  the  year,  5  new  dwelling-houses  were  erected  by 
private  enterprise  under  licence,  and  the  Council  built  60  houses. 

5.  Drainage. 

The  optimistic  comments  which  I  set  down  in  print  twelve 
months  ago  concerning  the  alleviation  of  some  of  our  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  problems  by  the  proposed  construction  of  new  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  schemes  in  the  villages  of  Horbling,  Billingborough,  Baston, 
Langtoft,  Market  Deeping,  Deeping  St.  James  and  Corby,  have  not 
been  fulfilled.  It  was  hoped  that  the  three  major  schemes  cover¬ 
ing  these  villages  would  have  been  commenced  before  the  end  of 
the  year,  but  unfortunately,  the  only  one  to  be  started  was  that 
for  the  villages  of  Horbling  and  Billingborough.  After  a  slow 
start  towards  the  end  of  May,  1951,  the  work  of  laying  the  new 
sewers  has  proceeded  very  satisfactorily  since  and  good  progress 
has  been  made.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  nearly  all  the  new  sewers 
and  house  connections  had  been  laid  in  Billingborough  and  a  start 
had  been  made  on  the  laying  of  new  sewers  and  house  connections 
in  Horbling.  When  all  the  new  sewers  and  house  connections 
have  been  completed,  the  two  new  pump -houses  will  be  con¬ 
structed  and  the  existing  sewage  disposal  works,  provided  during 
the  war  years  for  the  former  Prisoner  of  War  Camp  at  Horbling, 
will  be  enlarged  to  deal  with  the  increased  flow  of  sewage  which 
will  arise  from  the  two  villages  concerned.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
new  Scheme  will  be  completed  by  the  Spring  of  1953,  and,  there¬ 
after,  the  nuisances  previously  arising  from  time  to  time  due  to 
the  antiquated  and  insanitary  sewers  and  to  the  foul  smelling  sewer 
dykes  will  be  obviated. 
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With  regard  to  the  two  other  Schemes,  the  Council  was  reluct¬ 
antly  compelled  to  defer  the  construction  of  the  one  for  Baston,, 
Langtoft,  Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St.  James,  on  account  of 
the  high  cost  of  same.  It  must  be  recorded  that  the  Council  was 
able  and  willing  to  go  forward  with  this  Scheme  during  1949  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £213,546  but,  due  to  circumstances  over  which 
we  had  no  control,  14. M.  -Government  informed  the  Council  that 
the  Scheme  would  have  to  be  deferred  for  a  time  on  account  of; 
the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure  when  this  Country  experi¬ 
enced  the  financial  crisis  during  that  year.  By  the  time  that  this 
restriction  had  been  lifted,  rising  costs  compelled  the  Council  to 
re -advertise  the  whole  Scheme  and  the  lowest  tender  received  was 
for  the  sum  of  £280,886  15s.  6d.  as  compared  with  the  tender  for 
£213,546  during  1949.  After  long  and  careful  consideration,  the 
Council  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  unfair  for  the  rate¬ 
payers  of  the  District  to  bear  the  heavy  burden  which  they  would 
have  to  shoulder  for  many  years  to  come,  even  after  allowing  for 
the  grants  which  would  be  received  from  H.M.  Treasury  and -from 
the  Kesteven  County  Council  towards  the  cost  of  same.  It  is  felt 
that  as  the  Council  was  not  resoonsible  for  the  deferment  of  the 
Scheme  in  1949,  greater  financial  assistance  should  be  given  by 
H.M.  Government  towards  the  cost  of  same.  The  Council  is  only 
too  anxious  and  willing  to  proceed  with  this  Scheme  which  is 
urgently  required  on  account  of  the  serious  nuisances  arising  in 
these  villages  from  the  several  foul -smelling  sewer  dykes  which  are 
prejudicial  to  health  but  it  is  imperative  that  H.M.  Government 
should  help  to  ease  the  rate  burden,  which  will  have  to  be  met  by 
our  ratepayers,  by  increasing  considerably  the  amount  of  financial 
assistance. 

With  regard  to  the  Corby  Scheme,  this  had  also  been  deferred 
but  it  is  hoped  that  approval  for  same  to  be  commenced  will  be 
forthcoming  during  1952.  The  sewage  outfall  at  Corby  continues 
to  become  a  more  serious  nuisance  as  each  year  goes  by  and  in 
addition  there  is  the  ever-increasing  pollution  of  the  River  Glen 
in  consequence,  with  possible  pollution  of  water  supplies  always 
present. 

Now  that  the  Council’s  new  Water  Schemes  are  completed, 
more  and  more  people  are  desirous  of  having  baths  and  water  closets 
installed  and  the  dangers  to  public  health  are  obviously  increased 
if  there  are  no  satisfactory  sewerage  systems  for  the  disposal  of 
sewage  arising  in  consequence.  I  would  again  reiterate  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  provision  of  water  supply,  in  our  larger  villages, 
should  go  hand-in-hand  with  the  provision  of  new  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works.  The  one  is  necessarily  correlated  to  the 
other  and  should  not  be  separated. 

Once  again,  attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  sewers  and  sewage  outfalls  at  Morton  and  Thurlby 
and  to  the  obvious  solution  of  co-operating  with  the  Bourne  Urban 
District  Council  with  a  view  to  providing  a  joint  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Bourne,  for  Morton,  Thurlby  and  Bourne. 

It  will  be  noted,  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  that  612  visits  were 
made  in  connection  with  drainage  and  quite  a  considerable  portion 
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of  your  Officers'  time  was  given  to  problems  arising  from  foul 
sewers,  sewer  dykes,  new  house  drainage  systems  and  to  the 
roding,  cleansing  and  improvement  of  parish  watercourses. 

Improvement  schemes  on  parish  watercourses  were  carried  out 
in  3  villages  during  the  year,  amounting  in  total  length  to  50 
chains  of  parish  dykes  cleansed  at  a  total  cost  of  £70  13s.  0d., 
and  annual  roding  of  other  watercourses  was  carried  out  in  4 
parishes. 

6.  Cleansing  Services. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  The  household  refuse 
collection  service  continues  to  function  satisfactorily  and  provides 
a  very  useful  service  to  householders  in  the  District.  Complaints 
of  non -collection  of  refuse,  which  are  few,  are  dealt  with  as  they 
arise. 

Every  village  in  the  District  is  visited  by  the  Council's  Refuse 
Freighter,  with  two  workmen  only,  once  per  fortnight,  and  refuse 
is  collected  from  containers  placed  at  the  kerbside  by  house¬ 
holders.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  refuse  pits  situated  at 
Billingborough,  Corby,  Swinstead  and  Deeping  St.  James.  It  is 
estimated  that  over  1,500  tons  of  household  refuse  were  collected 
and  tipped  at  the  Refuse  Tips  during  the  year. 

I  feel  that,  as  this  fortnightly  kerbside  collection  of  refuse  has 
now  been  in  operation  for  over  5  years,  the  Council  should  give 
consideration  at  some  future  date  to  an  improvement  in  the  service, 
either  by  increasing  the  frequency  of  collection  to  once  per  week, 
or  by  collecting  household  refuse  from  the  rear  of  dwelling-houses, 
or  both.  This,  of  course,  would  mean  an  additional  vehicle  or 
vehicles  and  more  workmen,  but  I  am  certain  that  the  ratepayers 
would  welcome  some  improvement  being  carried  out. 

During  the  year,  the  price  of  waste  paper  increased  consider¬ 
ably  and  action  was  taken  to  intensify  the  collection  of  this  material 
during  the  normal  refuse  collection  round.  A  certain  amount  of 
propaganda  work  was  carried  out  with  this  object  in  view  and,  as 
g.  result,  30  tons  11  cwts.  of  waste  paper  were  collected  as  com¬ 
pared  with  only  4  tons  13J  cwts.  during  the  previous  year,  when 
the  price  prevailing  at  the  time  made  it  uneconomic  for  the  Council 
to  collect  any  quantity  of  same. 

Details  of  the  various  grades  of  waste  paper  collected  and  sold 
during  1951  are  as  follows: — 


(a)  Container  Waste 

(b)  Books  and  Magazines 

(c)  Newsprint 

(d)  Mixed  Waste 

(e)  Kraft  Bags 


Grade. 


Weight. 
Tons  cwts.  lbs. 


2  18  0 

9  16  56 

5  19  56 

10  14  0 

1  3  0 


Cash 
Realised 
£  s.  d. 
53  13  0 
190  10  0 

124  15  3 

145  9  9 

6  18  0 


TOTALS 


30  11  0  £521  6  0 
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(b)  Pail  Emptying  Scheme.  The  Pail  Emptying  Scheme  con¬ 
tinues  to  provide  a  welcome  service  to  householders,  and,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  to  those  living  in  built-up  areas  where  the  houses  have  a 
limited  amount  of  garden  space,  in  which,  in  the  past,  the  contents 
of  the  sanitary  pails  have  had  to  be  buried.  The  service  is  func¬ 
tioning  very  satisfactorily  and  complaints  of  non -emptying  of  pails 
are  very  few. 

Sanitary  pails  at  dwelling-houses  are  emptied  weekly  as  a  free 
service,  and  this  work  is  carried  out  by  two  800  gallons  capacity 
Cesspool  Emptying  Vehicles  provided  with  pail  hopper  attach¬ 
ments,  each  vehicle  being  manned  with  a  team  of  three  men,  com¬ 
prising  a  Driver /Loader  and  two  Loaders.  Approximately  2,118 
pails  are  emptied  weekly  and  both  vehicles  are  engaged  practi¬ 
cally  full-time  on  this  work  for  5  days  each  week. 

The  nightsoil  thus  collected  is  disposed  of  by  spreading  over 
agricultural  land  or  by  tipping  into  prepared  compost  pits  provided 
b^  several  farmers  in  the  District. 

Although  this  Scheme  is  of  direct  benefit  to  the  ratepayers, 
one  would  like  to  see  the  need  for  it  obviated  by  the  provision  of 
new  Sewerage  Schemes  in  our  villages  with  the  ultimate  abolition 
of  sanitary  pails  and  privy  vaults,  these  being  replaced  by  water 
closets.  The  Council  is  spending  now  about  £3,366  on  the  running 
of  this  Service,  and  I  feel  that,  over  a  period  of  years,  quite  a 
number  of  our  villages  could  have  water-borne  sanitation  by  the 
provision  of  new  Sewerage  Schemes. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly  pail  emptying  service,  vaults,  cess¬ 
pools  and  septic  tanks  at  dwelling-houses  and  other  premises  in 
the  District  are  emptied  upon  request  in  a  much  more  satisfactory 
and  hygienic  manner  than  can  be  done  by  hand  labour.  A  fixed 
charge  is  made  to  householders  desiring  this  service.  Details  of  such 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 


Emptying  of  Vaults,  Cesspools,  Septic 

Tanks,  etc 

Number  of 

(a) 

Septic  Tanks  emptied 

47 

(b) 

Cesspools  emptied 

73 

(c) 

Soakaways  emptied 

1 

(d) 

Settling  Tanks  emptied 

2 

(e) 

Single  Vaults  emptied 

67 

(£) 

Double  Vaults  emptied 

13 

(g) 

Rainwater  Cisterns  emptied 

2 

TOTAL  . . . 

. . .  205 

This  branch  of  the  work,  carried  out  upon  payment,  resulted 
in  an  income  of  £343  6s.  Od.  to  the  Council  during  the  year. 

7.  Water  Supplies. 

The  Council's  new  Water  Schemes  continued  to  progress  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  work  was  confined  mainly  to  the  completion  of 
the  booster  stations  at  Castle  Bytham  and  Bulby  and  to  the  main 
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pumping  stations  at  Lound  and  Billingborough  with  the  installa¬ 
tion  therein  of  the  necessary  pumping  plant,  all  the  main- laying 
in  the  District  having  been  previously  completed. 

The  Opening  Ceremony  for  the  new  Water  Schemes  took  place 
at  the  Lound  Pumping  Station  on  the  2nd  May,  1951,  this  being 
carried  out  by  Sir  Thomas  Sheepshanks,  K.C.B.,  K.B.E., 
Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and 
Planning,  supported  by  representatives  of  many  neighbouring 
Local  Authorities  and  other  interested  bodies. 

The  new  Schemes  for  the  whole  of  the  District  have  replaced 
the  fifteen  separate  water  installations  owned  by  the  Council, 
many  of  which  installations  had  proved  to  be  most  unsatisfactory 
in  the  past  on  account  of  their  insufficiency  of  supply,  break¬ 
downs  and  intermittent  pollution  in  several  cases.  By  the 
institution  of  these  new  Schemes,  approximately  95%  of  all  the 
properties  in  the  Rural  District  will  be  able  to  take  a  piped  supply 
of  pure  drinking  water  from  the  new  mains. 

The  villages  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping,  Wils- 
thorpe,  Braceborough,  Greatford,  Barholm,  Tallington  and  West 
Deeping  are  now  supplied  by  the  Peterborough  Corporation. 

The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Horbling,  Bridge  End,  Billing¬ 
borough,  Birthorpe,  Folkingham,  Laughton,  Aslackby,  Pointon, 
Millthorpe,  Little  Dowsby,  Graby,  Kirkby  Underwood  and  Stain - 
field  are  supplied  from  the  Council’s  bore  at  Billingborough. 

The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Dowsby,  Dunsby,  Haconby, 
Morton,  Rippingale,  Thurlby,  Toft,  Lound,  Manthorpe,  Witham- 
on- the -Hill,  Carlby,  Careby,  Little  Bytham,  Creeton,  Counthorpe, 
Castle  Bytham,  Swayfield,  S  winstead,  Irnham,  Hawthorpe, 
Bulby,  Edenham  and  Corby  are  supplied  by  the  Spalding  Urban 
District  Council  from  the  Lound  Pumping  Station. 

Uffington  is  supplied  by  the  Stamford  Corporation  and 
Deeping  St.  James  has  its  own  bore. 

Thirty- one  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
some  of  the  Council’s  water  installations  and  from  private  bores, 
wells,  etc.  Details  of  the  results  found  upon  analysis  are  as 

follows: — 

Water  Samples. 

1.  From  Council’s  Installations  ...  ...  3 

(a)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  ...  1 

(b)  Number  found  to  be  polluted  ...  2 

2.  From  private  bores,  wells,  etc.  ...  ...  28 

(a)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  ...  9 

(b)  Number  found  to  be  polluted  ...  19 

The  samples  from  the  Council’s  public  supplies  found  to  be 
polluted  were  from  Careby  and  Corby.  Both  these  supplies  have 
now  gone  out  of  use,  the  two  villages  in  question  being  supplied 
from  the  new  Lound  Pumping  Station.  In  the  case  of  the  polluted 
private  supplies,  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  concerned  were  ad¬ 
vised  to  boil  all  such  water  used  for  drinking  purposes.  In  addition, 
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notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  of  the  properties  requesting 
them  to  provide  a  satisfactory  and  sufficient  supply  of  water  to  the 
houses  affected  and  suggesting  that,  with  this  purpose  in  view, 
they  should  take  a  supply  in  each,  case  from  the  Council’s  mains. 

Details  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  public 
water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses,  and  (b)  by  means  of  standpipes, 
are  as  follows: — 


Aslackby  and  Laughton 
Barholm  and  Stowe  * 

Baston 

Billingborough 

Braceborough  and  Wilsthorpe 
Bytham,  Castle  ... 

Bytham,  Little 

Careby,  Aunby  and  Holywell 

Carlby  . 

Corby 

Counthorpe  and  Creeton 

Deeping  St.  James 

Deeping,  Market 

Deeping,  West 

Dowsby 

Dunsby 

Edenham  ... 

Folkingham 

Greatford 

Haconby 

Horbling 

Irnham 

Kirkby  Underwood 

Langtoft 

Morton 

Pointon  and  Sempringham 

Rippingale 

Swayfield 

Swinstead 

Tallington 

Thurlby 

Toft,  Lound  and  Manthorpe 
Ufhngton 

Witham  -  on  -  the  -  Hill 


TOTALS 


Direct. 

Standpi 

52 

13 

15 

5 

99 

— 

185 

56 

18 

4 

83 

40 

60 

26 

6 

— 

12 

— 

163 

— 

27 

— 

333 

84 

288 

6 

59 

— - 

30 

13 

8 

— 

51 

— 

147 

— 

27 

3 

59 

— 

55 

9 

12 

■ — 

32 

— 

87 

— 

236 

— 

49 

10 

97 

4 

39 

5 

61 

• — 

50 

— 

165 

— 

24 

— 

50 

17 

25 

— 

2704 

295 

8.  Rodent  Control. 

As  a  result  of  the  coming  into  operation,  on  the  31st  March, 
1950  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  Council’s 
duties  and  powers  in  connection  with  rats  and  mice  were  con¬ 
siderably  increased,  and,  at  that  time,  the  services  of  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator  (Mr.  E.  Wilson)  were  increased  to  a  half-time 
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basis  instead  of  one  week  in  three  as  had  been  the  case  previously. 

It  soon  became  apparent,  however,  that  for  the  Council  to 
carry  out  its  duties  in  full  under  this  new  Act,  a  full-time  Rodent 
Operator  would  be  required  and  Mr.  Wilson  was  appointed  as 
such  on  a  full-time  basis  as  from  the  1st  April,  1951. 

Regular  attention  was  given  during  the  year  by  the  Rodent 
Operator  to  the  Refuse  Tips  used  by  the  Council  and  to  the  many 
sewer  dykes  throughout  the  District  in  connection  with  infestations 
by  rats  thereat.  In  addition,  83  private  dwelling-houses  and  12 
business  premises  were  treated,  and,  in  consequence  of  all  these 
operations,  1836  rats  were  found  to  have  been  killed  as  compared 
with  1380  for  the  previous  year. 

In  accordance  with,  Section  2  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  survey  work  to  ascertain  sources  of  infestation 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  in  the  villages  of  Deeping  St. 
James,  Horbling,  Billingborough,  Aslackby,  Folkingham,  Rippin- 
gale,  Morton,  Pointon,  Market  Deeping,  Swinstead,  Corby, 
Uffington,  Tallington,  Thurlby,  Northorpe,  Baston,  West  Deeping. 

9.  Petroleum  Acts. 

During  the  year  132  visits  were  made  to  premises  where 
petroleum  spirit  is  stored  and  80  licences  were  issued  by  the 
Department  after  storage  conditions  had  been  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  and  when  the  usual  safety  precautions  in  regard  to  fire 
had  been  complied  with. 

10.  Building  Licences. 

Sixty -nine  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  applications 
received  for  Building  Licences  during  the  year,  and,  once  again, 
I  have  to  report  that  the  work  has  proceeded  smoothly  and 
expeditiously. 

The  Council’s  Building  Licences  Sub -Committee,  comprising 
Councillors  G.  G.  Crowson,  E.  B.  Binns  and  G.  H.  Taylor,  has 
continued  to  devote  a  great  deal  of  time  and  thought  to  this 
work,  and  the  Council’s  thanks  are  again  due  to  those  members 
for  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  rendered  to  your  Officers 
in  administering  the  onerous  duties  imposed  upon  the  Council  in 
this  connection. 

During  the  year,  8  licences  were  issued  for  the  erection  of 
dwelling-houses  by  private  enterprise,  but,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
there  were  still  44  applications  for  such  licences  on  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  files. 

The  following  statistics  give  details  of  the  numbers  of  licences 
issued  by  the  Council  and  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  during  the 
year. 

1 .  Number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Council. 

(a)  for  the  erection  of  new  dwelling-houses  ...  8 

(b)  for  repairs,  maintenance  and  additions  to 

dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Amount  authorised  to  be  spent 

(a)  for  the  erection  of  new  dwelling-houses  £12,498  4  11 

(b)  for  repairs,  maintenance  and  additions 

to  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  £8,662  10  0 
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2.  Number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Works. 

(a)  for  the  erection  of  new  farm-houses  ...  ...  1 

(b)  for  repairs  to  premises  other  than  dwelling- 

houses  and  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings 
other  than  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  37 

Amount  authorised  to  be  spent 

(a)  for  the  erection  of  new  farm-houses  ...  £2,400  0  0 

(b)  for  repairs  to  premises  other  than 

dwelling-houses  and  for  the  erection 
of  new  buildings  other  than 
dwelling-houses  . .  £22,466  0  0 

1 1 .  Building  Inspections!. 

Despite  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Building  Licensing 
Regulations,  the  Council’s  Plans  Committee,  during  the  year, 
dealt  with  an  average  of  approximately  14  plans  per  month,  and 
your  Officers  have  carried  out  420  inspections  of  building  works  in 
progress  and  have  examined  and  tested  80  new  drainage  systems. 

12.  Staff. 

My  thanks  are  due,  once  again,  to  Messrs.  J.  G.  Clements 
and  B.  F.  Larkinson  for  their  assistance  in  connection  with  the 
technical  duties  of  the  Department,  and  to  Mrs.  J.  E.  Fisher- 
Smith  and  Miss  C.  Gilbert  for  their  help  in  connection  with  the 
clerical  and  administrative  work  which  continues  to  increase  as 
each  year  goes  by. 

The  “hardy  annual"  of  the  lack  of  adequate  office  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  members  of  your  Public  Health  Department  staff 
must  once  again  be  brought  to  your  notice.  It  seems  rather 
anomalous  that,  whilst  we,  as  Public  Health  Officers,  are  charged 
with  the  duty  of  abating  overcrowding  in  dwelling-houses  and 
other  premises  in  the  District,  our  own  offices  are  grossly  over¬ 
crowded.  As  the  general  office  has  to  accommodate  four  persons, 
the  output  of  work  tends  to  suffer  on  account  of  the  many  callers 
at  the  Public  Health  Department,  as  those  members  of  the  staff 
not  attending  to  such  callers  cannot  satisfactorily  proceed  with 
their  work  on  this  account. 

In  conclusion,  my  sincere  thanks  are  extended  to  my  fellow 
Officers  and  Member  of  the  Council  for  the  courtesy  and  co¬ 
operation  given  to  me  during  the  year  in  the  discharge  of  the 
man}/  and  varied  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I  am, 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  A.  CHI  VERS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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